INTRODUCTIONS TO INSCRIPTIONS
AND THEIR DETAILS

The skill displayed in the presentation of inscriptions and
the method adopted in introducing them ensure a wider and
more appropriate use of the historical evidence contained in
them. The skill depends upon one's ability and artistic sense,
but the method does not. In the absence of any methodical
presentation, the inscriptions are bound to remain unintelli-
gible and inexpressive of their significance and tale. The more
we exert to set the. text of an inscription into the framework of
the known details of history, circumstantially related to it, the
clearer is the manifestation of its inherent worth and quality.
Our chief aim in the presentation of an inscription is not only
to introduce it but to make it full of life and capable of telling
its own tale. This tale is a truthful story as understood by
contemporary persons of acknowledged status and responsi-
bility.

Our immediate object in the presentation of historical ma-
terial is that the scholars concerned should make the fullest use
of the material in all its aspects and from all points of view.
The more attractive is the presentation, the better the response
from scholars.  The detailed exposition of the usefulness of the
material and its influence is a feature which convinces scholars
of the scope and repurcussions of the evidence unravelled by
the material.   To expect scholars or historiographers to deter-
mine what best use they can make of the material presented
by others is to narrow down the field of its utility.   The re-
sults of our findings and the considerations that influenced our
collusions should prove helpful to other scholars and thus save
their time and labour in treading the same ground over again.
The requirements of historiographers should be our primary
concern in our presentation.

The fulfilment of our voluntary obligations in the matter